In a study of 200,000 ostriches over a period of 80 years, no one reported a single case
where an ostrich buried its head in the sand.
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~A Rather Uncommon Almanac~

In February most places are still tightly in winter's grip so turn your
mind inward. This month we will talk about houseplants! WATER Plants with a lot of leaf surface or foliage will be thirstier than those
with waxy or leathery leaves. If you are concerned about your plant,
just poke your finger in the soil up to the first knuckle -- it's the
surefire way to know if your plant needs water. Does the soil feel
damp? Don't water. Does the soil feel dry? Water. Be careful not to
over-water! SUNLIGHT. Here are some signs that your plant is not getting
enough sunlight: Growth is spindly, new leaves are smaller than existing ones, no
growth or slow growth. Here are some signs that your plant is getting too much
light: Brown scorched patches on leaves, leaves look faded or washed out, plant
wilts at midday, leaves become dry and fall off.

Ature was the language of the Atures people of Venezuela, but the language died out
during the nineteenth century. The German explorer and geographer Alexander Von
Humboldt, often referred to as the “last man who knew everything”, was lucky
enough to meet the very last speaker of this language while trekking through the
Venezuelan jungle. During his expedition, Von Humboldt had made many fascinating
discoveries including the electric eel, the Brazil nut, and a previously undiscovered
ocean current off the west coast of South America. Still, he had not managed to
discover a single word of the Ature language.
Then, while visiting the neighboring tribe of Maypures, he finally
made a breakthrough. He was led by torchlight through the
remote village, to the cage of a talking parrot. The maypures
explained that this bird had been captured long ago, from the
Atures people who were now extinct. The bird began to speak,
reciting its limited vocabulary, which constituted the only record
of what had once been an entire language. Von Humboldt
recorded the last 40 words of the Arture indians direct from the
parrot's mouth.
Some extraordinary research has found that
couples who are in love and bond in a romantic
relationship synchronize their heart rates after
gazing into each others’ eyes for three minutes.

"February, a form/ Pale-vestured, wildly fair,—
One of the North Wind's daughters,
With icicles in her hair."
~Edgar Fawcett
◄ Viola and the Primrose are the birth flowers of February. ►

ETYMOLOGY OF February
From Latin februarius mensis "month of purification," the last month of the ancient
Roman calendar, so named in reference to the Roman feast of purification, held on
the ides of the month.
In Old English, it was solmonað, meaning "mud month."
In Algonquin, february is Aga’kwedjish gizis, which means “Groundhog
Month”

Pisces at a Glance-

February 19th- March 20th
The weaver of dreams. Loves the mystical, the occult. Romantic,
sentimental - tends to view the world through rose-colored
glasses. Aspires to fame. Wallows in self-pity. Sees all, knows all
- if not mistaken! Deep, psychic. A peddler of rainbows. Poetic,
musical, dramatic. A martyr.
Last Quarter ~ Feb 1st

New moon ~ Feb 8th

More than 50% of the people in the world have never made or received a telephone call.

Borneo Ninja Slug
What makes this slug so ninja-like? These slimy fellers shoot chalky "love darts"
at potential mates which pierce and inject the proper hormones to arouse them.
The "ninja" slug was discovered in 2010, and is a long tailed slug found in the
mountains in Malaysia. The romantic mechanism these slugs use isn't 100%
effective but just "increases the chances of reproduction".
The number of heart attacks peaks on Christmas
day, followed by December 26th and New Year's Day

Riddle Me This...
If you have me, you want to share me. If you share me,
you haven't got me. What am I?
First Quarter ~ Feb 15th

Full Moon ~ Feb 22nd

In Shakespeare's time,400 years ago, the second month of the year was called 'Feverell'.
In Isaac Newton's time, 300 years ago, it had become 'Februeer'. The modern name,
February, is only about a hundred years old.

Mitigent Tristitiam

True Love Story
When Les and Helen Brown became high school sweethearts more than 75 years
ago, their parents didn’t believe the match would last. Les’ father was a
businessman and prosperous landowner in Southern California. Helen’s father
worked on the railroad. “Both families were not too thrilled about the union,”
said their son Les Brown Jr. “The good news is they proved them wrong.”
Les and Helen, who were born on the same day in 1918, celebrated 75 years of
marriage in September with a quiet gathering over cake. “They really enjoyed
each other’s company,” Les Jr. said. “They were really inseparable and were
never apart.”
That bond was so strong that neither Les nor Helen wanted to live without each
other, though they knew that the end might be imminent. Les had been sick with
Parkinson’s disease for some time, and Helen was battling stomach cancer.
Les recently slipped into a coma at the couple’s Long Beach, Calif., home, and
hospice workers said he might live for just a few more days. Helen, who was
expected to survive for some months, became very weak. She passed away on
July 16. Les died the following day — he never knew about his wife’s death.
They were 94 years old.

Quotable Quotes
“Success is more a function of consistent common sense
than it is of genius.”
~An Wang~

CANDLEMAS
2nd February is Candlemas Day. This ancient festival marks the
midpoint of winter, halfway between the shortest day and the
spring equinox.
It was the day of the year when all the candles that were used in
the church during the coming year were blessed  so it was the
Festival Day of the Candles. Candles were thought to give
protection against plague and illness and famine.
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" Love offers the path of least
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Billy goats urinate on their own heads to smell more attractive to females.
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